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In March, 1799, he carried his wife to London, this
being the first time that he had seen the metropolis since
the days of his infancy. The acquaintance of Lewis
served to introduce him to some literary and fashionable
society, with which he was much amused; but his great
anxiety was to examine the antiquities of the Tower and
Westminster Abbey, and to make some researches among
the MSS. of the British Museum. He found his Goetz
spoken of favorably, on the whole, by the critics of the
time; but it does not appear to have attracted general
attention. The truth is, that, to have given Goethe any-
thing like a fair chance with the English public, his first
drama ought to have been translated at least ten years
before. The imitators had been more fortunate than the
master, and this work, which constitutes one of the most
important landmarks in the history of German literature,
had not come even into Scott's hands, until he had famil-
iarized himself with the ideas which it first opened, in
the feeble and puny mimicries of writers already forgot-
ten. He readily discovered the vast gulf which separated
Goethe from the German dramatists on whom he had
heretofore been employing himself; but the public in
general drew no such distinctions, and the English Goetz
was soon afterwards condemned to oblivion, through the
unsparing ridicule showered on whatever bore the name
of German play>> by the inimitable caricature of The
Kovers.

The tragedy of Goethe, however, has in truth nothing
in common with the wild absurdities against which Can-
ning and Ellis levelled the arrows of their wit. It is a
broad, bold, free, and most picturesque delineation of
real characters, manners, and events; the first-fruits, in
a word, of that passionate admiration for Shakespeare, to
which all that is excellent in the recent imaginative liter*
afare of Germany must be traced. With what delight
must Scott have found the scope and manner of our
Elizabethan drama revived on a foreign stage at the call[Cambridge Edition, p. 9],in pride of rank,
